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Conway Township Hall – 8015 N. Fowlerville Rd., Fowlerville, MI 

Agenda  Items Discussed  Actions to be 
Taken  

 

AGENDA  

Call to Order  

Pledge of  
Allegiance  

Roll Call 
Signin  

Attendees:   

1. Chair Chuck Skwirsk called the Conway Township Planning 
Commission meeting to order at 7:00pm.  

Chair Chuck Skwirsk led in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

2. He called Roll Call of:  

Planning Commission Members present: Jeff Klein, Londa  
Horton, Kelly Ralko, Meghan Swain-Kuch, Chuck Skwirsk, Dave 
Whitt, George Pushies - Ex-Officio   

Zoning Administrator present: Todd Thomas.   

Livingston County Planning Commissioner present: Dennis 
Bowdoin  

Township Attorney present: Abby Cooper  

Community Builders (CIP) Master Planners present: Carmen, 
Justin, Hannah  

Those absent:  Click or tap here to enter text.  

  

CONSENT AGENDA 
APPROVAL  

3. Planning Meeting Minutes from the last meeting  2/14/2022  A 
motion was made by  Dave Whitt  to accept the minutes from the last 
meeting. Second by Jeff Klein. All in favor. Opposed. Motion passed.  

  

CALL TO PUBLIC  -0-    

APPROVAL OF  

PLANNING  

COMMISSION  

MEETING AGENDA  

FOR TONIGHT  

Meghan Swain-Kuch made a motion to accept the meeting agenda for 
tonight. Second by George Pushies. All in favor. Opposed. Motion passed.   
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COMMUNICATIONS  4. Zoning Administrator Report - February 2022 – solar permit 

buildingmounted was submitted for February, no application for Luke 

Bryan.  

5. Board Ex-Officio Report – February 2022 Board Meeting minutes  

6. Policy 21 – Chuck Swirsk  

Abby Cooper was asked by the Board to prepare a policy to prepare how 
public hearings are to be handled. How to make this a workable policy for 
the Secretary. Chuck Swirsk asked Dennis Bowdoin when he was the  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 Chair, how was it handled. “I took everything to Chet that I needed and 

Chet did the agenda and hand delivered agendas to PC members houses.  

That process carried over to Cindy. The Public Hearing went into the 
News and Views. “You don’t have any money, so you cannot go to the 
press.” Todd also did all the notifications, special zoning, and special use. 
The Clerk has always taken care of that. The difference is that Londa and 
the previous secretary, we have to notify all surrounding townships for 
events like for the Master Plan. All have to be notified. The precedent is 
that the clerk always handled that. I believe everything should be pushed 
through one hub, Chuck. Who does the mailing for any zoning within 300 
feet? Karen, the Accessor, and Todd Thomas do it up to 300’ – we 
identify the properties and Clerk does the mailing, commented Todd. It’s 
on the board for tomorrow’s agenda to get the draft in better shape.   

  

  

  

Bill will take matter 
to the Board for 
tomorrow’s agenda.  
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OLD BUSINESS  7. Small Event Template – Meghan  

Meghan Swain-Kuch pulled from two really good ordinances to make the 

template. Justin asked to be sent the ordinances from Meghan.  

Whatever zoning district it is, have a threshold for attendance, like 2500 

and down, commented Todd Thomas. Higher than that could be handled 

by Site Plan review. Justin, a small event if it’s an enclosed building, then 

it’s the number of people it holds will be the capacity.   

8. Solar Survey – Kelly, Abby   

Kelly sent to the board for a vote, needs our guidance. Make a 
recommendation. “Solar is coming in; will it tie up money? “Chuck. We 
could put something on the website for consumer alert, to inform the 
public. Make sure someone doesn’t take the survey multiple times, 
Meghan. Put a notice in the paper to read the paper. Use electronic 
means for cost saving. Justin, post on the website and the township will 
mail it if not available electronically, or when they come in to the office. 
George, it needs to go further than the News and Views. Meghan, “Can 
we put up a survey event on WHMI?” Londa commented on 
development of survey in that it needs to be neutral. Kelly wants input. A 
farmer can use the farming act to choose how to farm, crops or solar for 
example, Right to Farm Act. Abby – question 2. What are your concerns 
– no discount given to electric bills. That should be deleted as a  

  

Meghan to send 

Justin event template 

zoning ordinances 

used  
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 choice. Include Londa’s comments. Include demographics. Londa to 

include edits for next meeting. What is a commercial farm? Define this. 

You can have a solar farm on 35 acres. Age, resident for how long, 

demographics, if you work within the township are things to consider for 

demographics on the survey.  

9. PC Bylaws – Abby  

10. 13.10 Event weddings – Abby  

LCPC have some more consideration for the event barns. Vote to keep 

the amendment related to wedding barns and send rest to LCPC. Keep 

two amendment – Z-08-22 and Z-07-22 here too. She thought we 

needed two edits before going to the Board, but include the definition 

for marijuana caregiver operation and it was already included. Delete 

“special” land use permit, it already is a “Special land use permit in AR 

district.” We are good to send 5,6,9,10,11 to the Board for approval. 

Motion to approve the Resolution to Recommend approval of Zoning  

Ordinance Amendments to Township Board. and then send to the 

Board for approval. Meghan Swain Kuch so moved, second Kelly Ralke.  

11. PR Resolution - Abby  

  

Londa to edit survey  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

George to take to the  

Board    

NEW BUSINESS  12. Census stats for Master Plan – Dennis Bowdoin  

SEMCOGs data is updated, for example. The census was not as highly 

collected as in the past and it’s still not all out yet, Justin. The profile for 

Livingston County would be good for the Master Plan and website.   

13. Solar List – The Planners   

They held a meeting three weeks ago with the Chair, attorney and 

supervisor, ZA, and Cohocatah here. We will not prepare an actual 

ordinance tonight. They prepared an outline.   

a. Things in red were questions we wanted to bring to your 

attention.  

i. Building mounted versus ground mounted vs.  

commercial and accessory. Have commercial 
systems have their own ZO.   

  

  

  

PC members make  

revisions   
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 ii. Commercial – page 2. Front yard prohibited in 

commercial – solar will not be in front yard. How to 

handle that – where is house located, Meghan. iii. Ht. 

16’ is good to keep, Hannah. From ground to top of the 

panel. Think about if allow grazing then allow more 

height.   

iv. Farms enrolled in PA 116 needs to follows rules for 

MDARD, must keep drainage, disclose what the 

drainage was made with, have a plan for 

replacement. Storm water must be kept onsite and 

managed onsite and not negatively impact a 

neighbor as a result of your development. Create 

retention basins. We have a Michigan and US 

wetland inventory. Understand where each tile is 

located. Storm water calculations will have to be 

verified currently and then calculate the impact of 

their development.   

v. This township is only a donor township, we don’t 

take any water in, we donate water out, Dennis 

Bowdoin. We have a county drain running right 

through the middle of this township. Hot and warm 

weather pattern was different this year, Dave Whitt.  

No one can build within 50 feet of the drain, Dennis.  

vi. Fencing – 7 ‘chain link or woven wire, no barbed 

wire.   

vii. Power and transmission lines located underground – 

need feedback.   

viii. Setbacks 200’ from property line. From wetlands – 
setbacks – think of this. How are they preventing it 
flowing back into the wetland? What are the runoff 
plans? The general standard – water enters at the 
same rate at the beginning as after development. 
Building or a structure 6.06L has a different setback 
for water. ix. Groundcover – native vegetation 
needs to be established.   
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 x. The fencing doesn’t have to follow the setbacks, just 

the panels.   

xi. Consider access corridors for wildlife every 1000 feet 

for migratory patterns. There is a development 

where it shows the solar panels are laid out in a 

network of corridors in between. This could be a 

requirement. Justin will send out pictures of one he 

knows of. xii. Landscaping- liked Marcellus Township 

– need feedback  

xiii. Site plan process: having a conceptual layout plan 

shows major elements of a site plan. The developer 

submits before engineering and it comes to the PC for 

review before they makeup full plans. Full plans would 

still come through the normal process. What’s a 

reasonable site plan timeframe? What’s the process for 

getting an extension? How many extensions? xiv. Formal 

Site plan – Planners have a site plan review process.  

xv. Modifications of site plan – minor changes like 

location of a panel could it be handled at admin level 

and major changes come back to Planning 

Commission.  

xvi. Decommissioning plan – removal of equipment and 
restoration of soil up to depth of 4’. Performance 
guarantee reviewed every 3 years. Insurance and 
damage to current infrastructure – add, Kelly.  

  

  

  

  

Justin to send link to 
access corridors  

PLANNING  

COMMISION  

MEMBER  

DISCUSSION  

Dave Whitt has a question for Abby, “If a company applies for 

multiple projects, what leverage do we have?”  

Londa Horton – consider small trees in screening versus large trees.   

  

LAST CALL TO  

PUBLIC  

Attendee – there has been a change to the personnel handbook 
regarding smoking around the building. PC members get back to Gabi 
with reply.   
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 Attendee - Public Hearing is the chance for public to give feedback, 
it’s published in the paper to give input.   

 

ADJOURMENT  Chuck Skwirsk made a motion to adjourn. Second by George Pushies. All 
in favor. Opposed. Motion passed. Adjourned at 8:52pm  

  

  

  

**SEE ATTACHED ZO AMENDMENT RESOLUTION BELOW PER ABBY COOPER  
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